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In early October, the three political parties affiliated with the Democratic Convergence
(Convergencia Democratica, CD) coalition formally came together to constitute a single political
party. Leaders from the three parties Ruben Zamora, from the Popular Social Christian Movement
(Movimiento Popular Social Cristiano, MPSC); Mario Aguinada, from the Nationalist Democratic
Union, (Union Democratica Nacionalista, UDN); and Carlos Barrera, from the tiny Social Democrat
Party (Partido Social Democrata, PSD) signed a document outlining terms of the unification during
an Oct. 3 ceremony held in San Salvador. The leaders asserted that unification will bolster the CD's
position in the upcoming general elections, scheduled for 20 March 1994. The CD's presidential
candidate, Ruben Zamora, is also backed by the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN)
political party. The CD coalition was originally formed in December 1987 following the return
to El Salvador from exile of Zamora and social democratic leader Guillermo Ungo. In the 1989
presidential elections, the CD came in a distant fourth place with only about 4% of the vote. But
in the March 1991 legislative and municipal elections, Zamora and seven other CD candidates
won seats in the legislature, and Zamora was later elected as vice- president of the Assembly. In
fact, the CD took 12% of the total valid votes cast around the country, placing that party in third
place behind the governing Nationalist Republican Alliance and the Christian Democrat Party, and
pushing the traditional National Conciliation Party which dominated national politics until the early
1980's to a distant fourth place. In the new CD declaration of principles, the organization defines
itself as "democratic, popular, nationalist, and pluralist." According to the UDN's Aguinada, the
CD "will be nationalist because we will defend all those principles which should guide a sovereign
nation. A nation should define its own development path through self-determination, by way of
a representative and democratic government." For his part, during the ceremony held to publicly
launch the unification, Zamora declared that the conclusion of the armed conflict in 1992 "put
an end to 60 years of military dictatorship," paving the way for a new relationship between the
population and elected leaders. In this regard, he added, the CD will "say no to top-down political
methods, will reject the typical grandiose-sounding but hollow speeches, and will instead work to
create spaces for political conciliation." Zamora stressed that the main task now facing the CD and
the FMLN is to rebuild confidence among the electorate in the country's democratic institutions. He
pointed out that the most recent public opinion polls indicate that the population has little faith in
Salvadoran political parties. "They see us as machines dedicated to churning out promises which are
never kept, or as little cliques of politicians with our backs turned to the people." (Sources: Agence
France-Presse, Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 10/03/93)
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